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10th October 2009
Water Way to Learn!
Northern Ireland Water (NI Water)’s Wastewater Heritage Centre has opened its doors for the first time this school year to Bunscoil Mhic Reachtian primary school.  

NI Water’s education team welcome schools from across Northern Ireland to experience the sights and smells of Belfast’s sewage system past and present, to pond dip in the nearby nature reserve and learn all about the creatures they find.
Located in the industrial heartland of Belfast, the heritage centre, which dates to the 1800’s, was home to the old Belfast Wastewater Treatment works. To this day, it houses a pumping wheel which is over 100 years old and a screening machine. The amazing part is that they actually still work! The centre allows children to compare the nearby Duncrue Wastewater Treatment Works to the system used in the Victorian era.
NI Water’s Education Manager, Jane Jackson said,

“NI Water places great importance on educating young people in the vital role water plays in our lives. Bringing the children to the Heritage Centre allows them to get a better understanding of the steps involved in the sewage cleaning process and what happens when they flush the toilet.

“The Heritage Centre is a wonderful facility combining history, science and environmental awareness and we’re delighted with the positive feedback from schools who participated last year.”
During this visit, pupils also had a chance to help redevelop the pond and nature area at the Centre which, once complete, will be used as a habitat study site. 

The programme is aimed at Key Stage 2 and designed to complement a key element of Northern Ireland Primary Curriculum – the ‘World About Us’ which includes ‘Change Over Time’ and ‘Place’. For further information on NI Water’s education programme, log onto www.niwater.com/education. 
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